
 Please complete and return as soon as possible, but no later than Jan 15, 2007.  Please complete and return as soon as possible, but no later than Jan 15, 2007. 
 Questionnaires received after this date will not be tabulated.  Questionnaires received after this date will not be tabulated. 

GGEENNEERRAALL  HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN    

The following information will aid the Steering Committee in determining the hazard mitigation 
needs of Humboldt County by providing important demographic information that can be used 
to quantify answers provided in this questionnaire. The answers provided in this section will be 
treated as confidential and will be used solely for the preparation of this plan and will not be 
provided to any other group or interest. All answers in this section are optional. 

16.) Please indicate your age range: 

 18 to 29  50 to 59 
 30 to 39  60 or over 
 40 to 49 

17.) Gender: 

 Male  Female 

18.) Please indicate your highest level of education: 

 Grade school/no schooling  College Degree 
 Some High School  Post Graduate degree 
 High School Graduate/GED  Other _____________________ 
 Some College/Trade School  

19.) How long have you lived in Humboldt County? 

 Less than 1 year  10 to 19 years 
 1 to 4 years  20 years or more 
 5 to 9 years 

20.) Do you have access to the Internet or “World Wide Web”? 

 Yes  No  

21.) Other Comments: 

 

 
 

NOTE: If someone has not arranged to receive this from you, please mail this to: 

Humboldt County Community Development Services, Planning Division 
3015 H St. 

Eureka, CA 95501 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your time and effort in completing this questionnaire. Your input to this 
important process is invaluable, and will help direct future disaster planning in our community. 

  Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Questionnaire 

Humboldt Operational Area  
 

  
 

A regional planning partnership of communities, agencies and stakeholders has 
recently been formed to address natural disasters that may occur in Humboldt 
County. A Steering Committee has also been selected to oversee this process. In 
order to identify and plan for future natural disasters, we need assistance from the 
citizens of Humboldt County. 

This questionnaire is designed to help us gauge the level of knowledge local 
citizens already have about natural disaster issues. Our questionnaire also 
asks for information you may have about areas vulnerable to any type of natural 
disaster. The information you provide will help us coordinate activities to reduce the 
risk of injury or property damage in the future. 

The Humboldt County Partnership thanks you for taking the time to 
participate in this information-gathering process. 
 

The Humboldt County Operation Area 

 
For more information, please visit the Humboldt County website at 

www.co.humboldt.ca.us/planning. 
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 Please complete and return as soon as possible, but no later than Jan 15, 2007.  Please complete and return as soon as possible, but no later than Jan 15, 2007. 
 Questionnaires received after this date will not be tabulated.  Questionnaires received after this date will not be tabulated. 

NNAATTUURRAALL  HHAAZZAARRDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN    
1.) Please indicate where you live in Humboldt County: 

 Arcata  Rio Dell  Orleans 
 Blue Lake  Trinidad  Shelter Cove 
 Eureka  Garberville  Willow Creek 
 Ferndale  Fieldbrook/Glendale  Other Unincorporated  
 Fortuna  Orick Humboldt County Area 
 Hoopa Res.  Yurok Res. (Please specify: _____________) 

2.) In the past 10 years have you or has someone in your household experienced a natural disaster 
within Humboldt County such as: earthquake, flood, landslide, severe windstorm, wildfire, or other 
natural disaster? 

 Yes   No 

2.a) If yes to question #2, which of the following types of natural hazard events have you 
or someone in your household experienced? (Please check all that apply) If you 
answered no to question #2, please move on to question #3. 

 Drought  Dam or levee failure 
 Flood  Landslide 
 Severe weather damage in excess of $500 
 Wildfire  Fish losses (loss of income or subsistence) 
 Tsunami  Other (please specify)________________________ 
 Earthquake  

2.b) If yes to question #2, did you or someone in your household sustain any personal 
injury or property damage from experiencing the natural disaster identified above? 
Please explain: __________________________________ 

3.) Do you consider yourself prepared for the probable impacts from natural hazard events that may 
occur within your community and/or the greater Humboldt County area? 

 Yes   No 

3.a) If yes to question #3, where did you learn about being prepared for a disaster? 
(Please check all that apply) 
  (If you answered no to question #3, please move on to question #3.b) 

 Emergency preparedness information from a government source 
(e.g., federal, state, or local emergency management) 

 Personal experience. Have experienced one or more natural hazard events. 

 Locally provided news or other media information 

 Schools and other educational institutions 

 Meetings or trainings offered by volunteer organizations (Red Cross, etc.) 

 Other (please specify):________________________________________ 

3.b) Please rank how prepared you feel you and your household are for the probable 
impacts of natural hazard events likely to occur within Humboldt County. Rank on a 
scale of 1 to 5, with 5 representing the most prepared. 

 1 Not at all  2 Somewhat  3 Adequately  4 Well  5 Very Well 
 prepared prepared prepared prepared prepared 

3.c) What steps, if any, have you or someone in your household taken to prepare for a 
natural disaster? (Check all that apply) 

Have stored or stocked up on:  Prepared a disaster supply kit 
 Food  Received First Aid/CPR training 
 Water  Made a fire escape plan 
 Flashlight(s)  Developed a reconnection plan  
 Batteries (Where to go and who to call) 
 Battery-powered radio  Discussed utility shutoffs 
 Medical supplies (First aid kit)  Other (please explain): 
 Fire extinguisher _______________________________ 
 Smoke detector on each level of the house 

4.) How concerned are you personally about the following natural hazards impacting your 
community and/or the greater Humboldt County area. (Please check the corresponding number for 
each hazard). 

Natural Not Somewhat  Very Extremely 
Hazard Concerned Concerned Concerned Concerned Concerned 

Drought  1  2  3  4  5 

Flood  1  2  3  4  5 

Landslide  1  2  3  4  5 

Wildfire  1  2  3  4  5 

Tsunami  1  2  3  4  5 

Earthquake  1  2  3  4  5 

Dam or Levee  1  2  3  4  5 
Failure 

Severe Weather  1  2  3  4  5 
(Wind, Lightning, Winter Storm) 

Fish Losses  1  2  3  4  5 

Other  1  2  3  4  5 
Please Specify:___________________________________________________________ 

5.) Information on the impacts of and how to prepare for a natural disaster can be disseminated to 
the public in various ways. Of the methods described below, which would be most effective in 
helping you make your home safer and better able to withstand the impact of natural hazard events? 
(Please rank 1-5, 1 being “most effective”, 5 being “least effective”.)) 

Printed Media   Public Forums 
___ Newspaper   ___ Public Meetings 
___ Telephone Book   ___ Workshops 
___ Informational Brochures  ___ Schools 

Television    Radio 
___ TV News    ___ Radio News 
___ TV Advertisements   ___ Radio Advertisements 

Other Methods 
___ Outdoor Advertisements 
___ Public Awareness timeframe 

(i.e. Flood awareness week, Winter storm preparedness month) 
___ Internet 
___ Chamber of Commerce 
___ Fire Department/Rescue 
___ Academic Institutions 
___ Church 
___ Public Library 
___ Books 

___ Other (please Specify):_______________________________________ 

6a.) To the best of your knowledge, is your property located in a designated floodplain? 

 Yes   No   Not sure  

6b.) To the best of your knowledge, is your property located in close proximity (< 1 mile)  to 
an earthquake fault line? 

 Yes   No   Not sure  

7.) Do you have flood insurance? 

 Yes  No 

8.) Do you have earthquake insurance? 

 Yes  No 

NNAATTUURRAALL  HHAAZZAARRDD  MMIITTIIGGAATTIIOONN    

The term mitigation means to make something become less harsh or severe; to 
alleviate. Mitigation activities are those types of actions you can take to protect your 
home and property from natural hazard events such as floods, fires, and earthquakes. 
The purpose of this plan is to create mitigation strategies for multiple hazards 
that will aid Humboldt County’s agencies and its constituency in protecting life 
and property from the impacts of future natural disasters. The following section will 
attempt to determine the level of knowledge Humboldt County Citizens have about their 
options to protect their property from natural disasters. 

9.) Did you consider the impact that the possible occurrence of a natural disaster would have on 
your home before you purchased/moved in to your home? 

 Yes   No 

10.) Was the presence of a natural hazard risk zone (i.e. flood zone, urban wild land interface) 
disclosed to you by a Real Estate Agent, Seller, or landlord before you purchased/moved into to 
your home? 

 Yes   No 

11.) Would the disclosure of this type of information influence your decision to purchase/move into 
a home? 

 Yes   No 

12.) Would you be willing to spend money on your current home to retrofit it from the impacts of 
future possible natural disasters within Humboldt County? (Examples of retrofitting are: Elevating a 
flood prone home, bolting a foundation for seismic impacts, or replacing a combustible roof 
covering with non-combustible roofing) 

 Yes  No  Maybe (If you answered no, please skip to question #14) 

13.) How much money would you be willing to spend to better protect your home and family from 
the impacts of natural disasters? 

 $5,000 or above    Less than $100 

 $2,500 to $4,999    Nothing 

 $1,000 to $2,499    Don’t know 

 $500 to $999    Other (please specify) 

 $100 to $499    _____________________ 

14.) Which of the following incentives would help to encourage you to spend money to retrofit 
your home from the possible impacts of natural disasters? (Please check all that apply) 

 Building permit fee waiver 

 Insurance premium discount 

 Mortgage discount 

 Property tax break or incentive 

 Low interest rate loan 

 Grant funding that requires a “cost-share” 

 None 

 Other (please specify)____________________________________________ 

15.) If your property were located in a designated “high hazard” area, or had received repetitive 
damages from a natural hazard event, would you consider a ”buyout” or relocation offered by a 
public agency? 

 Yes   No 
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